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lave been very satisfactory to the Japanese. For nearly two weeks
i boy Emperor held Peking before he was overthrown by a militarist
group. President Li then resigned and a self-appointed government
in Peking declared war on Germany.
Sun's unsuccessful attempt to keep China out of the World War was
wise. When it failed he and some supporters, realising how strong
was the old antagonism between North and South, decided to con-
vene parliament in Canton; since Peking was in the hands of the
self-appointed government. Sun was undoubtedly right in claiming
that the original constitution made at Nanking in 1912 had not been
superseded legally and that the Peking government was uncon-
stitutional. But the real trouble was the antipathy of north and
ksouth. For the remainder of Sun's life the governments of Peking
and Canton functioned separately and only at the very end was
there a faint hope of reconciliation.
In spite of this disunity, North and South co-operated to some
extent in foreign policy and for the Versailles Peace Conference the
Chinese delegation included V* K. Wellington Koo, a nationalist,
and C. T. Wang. These two really spoke for China, the Northern
delegates taking a less active part. Sir Frederick Whyte says: "If
the spokesmanship had been left solely to the nominees of Peking,
there would have been more than a suspicion that the voice was the
voice of China, but the message Japanese".151 The situation arising
from this split in the government of China .made things very difficult
fcfor foreign governments, especially the British government, because
of its widespread interests.
It is unnecessary to follow in detail the story of China's dis-
appointments at Versailles. The speeches of allied statesmen during
the war led the Chinese, and many foreigners, to believe that* after
the war, China would receive "equal status'* with other Powers and
that the "unequal treaties" would be abrogated. Instead the ex-
German rights in Shantung were handed over to Japan because
America feared Japan might desert the League of Nations if refused
and because Britain, France and Italy had already given their secret
promises under duress. The Chinese returned from Versailles in 1919
"sore and disillusioned", to quote Sir Frederick Whyte, and there
was yet further justification for Sun aad his friends to use the wotd
"imperialism". As an English writer put it, "China was hurried
into the war by her so-called friends. Well mi$it she pray to be
saved from her friends. Germany could have struck tor no blow
which compares with that dealt her by the Allies*"18*